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This article describes the specific nature of the political socialization process of the Ukrainian youth under the efficient political education system. Civic education in Ukraine will encourage the development of stable political values, the establishment of traditions in political life and democratic norms of behavior. Further introduction of government civic and political education programs into curricula of educational establishments will harmonize the process of political socialization in the Ukrainian society.


The relevance of the issue has arisen from a lack of political knowledge and competence of general public, especially, young people. Over the decades of Ukraine’s independence more than a half of the citizens have acknowledged their lack of political knowledge, political experience, the ability to express their own political interests, to achieve their objectives through the political system and to demand the respect for rights and freedoms by the state. The major macro-social factors of political socialization of young people in Ukraine are social and economic crises, political uncertainty and controversial reforms. That’s why civic education is becoming ever more urgent in Ukraine. It can become an additional instrument for preserving democratic values, norms and behavior patterns.
The article defines the essence of civic education and features the process of political socialization of the Ukrainian youth under the influence of the efficient political education system. 
The School of Political Didactics in West Germany used to carry out study in this field. To bring together the issues of political socialization and education they published the book “Political Socialization and Individualization. Prospects and Chances of Political Education” under the editorship of W. Heitmeyer and J. Jacobi in 1991.  According to A. Scherbinin, the studies on political didactics are a kind of transition from the theory of political socialization to the practice of political education ... as they are focused on the dynamics of the political process "[1, p. 51]. The political and didactics science in Germany had drawn up practical programs since 1960s designed to combine the process of developing youth political consciousness with social and political experience. So, the distinctive feature of the political education and training system is its consistency with political reality. In modern terms, it enables to create the educational process taking into account the values ​​of coexistence in the European community.
American scholars G. Almond and S. Verba highlighted the importance of political education [2] and recognized education as an integral part of the political socialization process that determines political orientation of an individual, provides appropriate knowledge of the political system and its operation, as well as the skills of political participation in order to classify and balance political orientation and establish a pattern of political behavior for young generation.
Domestic scientific literature is getting into the ways of learning and transferring systematic political knowledge under the education and training system. The studies on the issue consider two interrelated concepts: civic and political education.
Civic education is a complex educational activity containing, essentially, elements of political, legal, economic and ethical education. Educational measures aim to form the citizen capable of protecting his/her rights and freedoms and supporting political forces which really present his/her interests in local and central bodies of executive power under the existing legislation [3, p. 45]. 
Political education is an element of civic education in developing civic consciousness. Civic education means to teach people to live in a modern state, to observe laws, to respect their rights by authorities and democratically meet their needs and interests, i.e. to be a citizen of a democratic state [4, p. 41]. In our opinion, the development of political knowledge should be considered as an ongoing process of political socialization only. The development of knowledge is one of the basic factors in the process of political socialization.
Education plays a vital role in the development of political knowledge. Civic education aims to mould citizen personal traits. Civic consciousness is based on a sense of responsibility, obligation, patriotism (a sense of solidarity, belongingness to the historical destiny of the motherland and the nation), consciousness of being a full member of the social community, a citizen of the country, maturity of the political and legal awareness, as well as respect for the rights and responsibilities. 
Thus, the main aspects of civic education is to provide knowledge of rights and responsibilities of citizens, constitutional and legal mechanisms of direct democracy (meetings, referenda, elections, rallies, demonstrations, etc.) and representative democracy (principles of the electoral law, principles of representative government authorities). The prime objective of civic education is to shape critical political thinking, give realistic assessment of political events and rational choice of political positions and views.
Civic education should be provided by civil society institutions under the government aegis. 
The state as the main institution of political education ensures a single educational space through building the education and training system. The education authority system is an important institution for socialization of an individual generally and political socialization specifically. The education and training system is a special efficient institution of primary political socialization engaging new generations in the tough world of politics. It offers organic penetration into the complex system of political relations and institutions by shaping a personal idea about the state and power in the society at the routine level, setting patterns of political behavior and attitude to political roles in future, training for political life, and establishing correlation between norms and deviations in political consciousness and behavior. 
Contrary to civic education, political education is based on the achievements in political science and is given stage-by-stage: from familiarizing with authority figures, symbols of state, generally accepted norms of behavior to a thorough study of political institutions and their functions, personal attitude to political values, and ability to rationally think and act in politics. One of the key objectives of the educational process is acquisition of political and legal knowledge.
The society has re-focused on new values ​​of democracy due to a number of legislative acts, in particular, the Law of Ukraine on Education (1991) as an attempt to lay the foundation for individual’s self-actualization. Today Ukraine has defined certain concepts of civic education backed up by the Ministry of Education, Science, Youth and Sports of Ukraine and the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine. Yet, the government programs should look into the full spectrum of problems the political socialization of Ukrainian citizens is facing with. They should be designed to consolidate the Ukrainian people as political community, notably, the Canadian – Ukrainian Project “Democratic Education” and the Ukrainian Civic Education network Internet project had been implemented by 2002. A range of events took place within the framework of the Transatlantic Civil Society Support Program in 2002- 2003 to outline pilot educational programs, to work out course books and hold workshops and trainings [4, p. 48]. In addition, they have been implementing the resolution of the Presidium of the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine on the Concept of Civic Education of Children and Youth.
We believe civic education should be introduced into the  education system as a whole based on the national doctrine of developing education in Ukraine in the 21st century drafted by the Ministry of Education, Science, Youth and Sports of Ukraine and the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine. The Ministry of Education, Science, Youth and Sports of Ukraine has tasked with introducing the lessons on civic education in the school curricula providing with the required theoretical and methodological materials.
Moreover, civic education should be spread by civil society institutions, including youth organizations, since information is converted into political knowledge based on the personal experience of a young man. Ukraine has made decisive steps in this direction: it has built the system of public youth organizations which are growing in number due to the comprehensive regulatory framework. 
However, most of them are not numerous and remain obscure to and unpopular among the young people. For instance, the opinion surveys conducted over the past 8 years indicate that less than 3% of young people in Ukraine are members of youth organizations. This is despite the fact that youth organizations have to encourage the youth in self-organized participation in politics. Indeed, the social activity develops political consciousness and culture of the young man.
Government authorities should welcome youth initiative, their desire to participate in organized activity of the society and the state and to gain self-fulfillment of needs and interests. Efficient activity of youth formations and associations where they set out rules, codes of conduct, duties and responsibilities is also of especial importance.  Consolidating the efforts of youth organizations should provide the young people with practical political experience, skills and political activity.	
The Ukrainian educational system (both civic and political) is geared to create conditions for the development of an individual as a citizen of Ukraine, form democratic ideology, political culture, active citizenship,  professional attitude, preservation and maintenance of cultural and historical traditions, respect for the symbols of the state, institutions,  language, culture, history of the nationalities living in Ukraine among children and young people. Our educational system also develops the culture of interethnic relations to consolidate the Ukrainian people into the Ukrainian political nation as unity of the citizens who, regardless of their social and group differences, enjoy equal rights, responsibilities and common political culture, have a strong sense of solidarity and patriotism. Based on democratic institutions of political power and forms of political participation, constitutionally established rules and procedures they are engaged in self-government and exercise their legal and political sovereignty.
The successful primary political socialization identifies young people with a particular country and creates the need to belong to a particular state. In the event of the weakened value-regulatory system, political socialization turns to be unsuccessful and the destructive potential accumulated in the society is reproduced. 
The political socialization in the Ukrainian society occurs in various social, economic and socio-cultural conditions and is different for children upbringing in various social groups and communities. It shows social contradictions even at the pre-conceptual stage. The situation is complicated by the fact that modern educational establishments in Ukraine are undergoing reforms seeking new forms and methods for efficient political socialization amid political and economic development of Ukraine's statehood.
Therefore, the issues of political and civic education in Ukraine require thorough study. In particular, one should draw special attention to the introduction of political knowledge into educational programs, publication of course books on political education in line with the requirements for the transitional society and acquisition of civic skills and knowledge. 

Conclusion
Given the heterogeneous impact of the above mentioned factors, the dominant trends towards harmonization of political socialization processes in the Ukrainian society reflect further introduction of the government civic and political education programs into the education curricula. The programs should provide formation of civic identity, a sense of solidarity and patriotism among children and young people. The educational component of political socialization should be supplemented by a set of educational activities conducted by the Ministry of Education, Science, Youth and Sports along with all other establishments and the Ministry of Culture. Youth gain practical political experience and skills owning to the consolidated efforts of youth organizations and political parties. Information awareness ensures competent participation in politics and creation of a common communicative space. Social and economic transformations need stable social structure in the society and the formation of a middle class. 
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